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The 6 “Nevers” in the Christian Life

Never call ‘sin’ anything but sin. (1John 1:8-10; &f we claim to be without
sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. °lf we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
19f we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has
no place in our lives.)

Never defend yourself. (1Peter 2:21-23; 2'To this you were called, because
Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.
2'"He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth." 2Z2When they
hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no
threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.)

Never own anything. (1Tim 6:6-19; ¢But godliness with contentment is great
gain. 7For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.
8But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. People who
want to get rich fall into temptation and a frap and into many foolish and harmful
desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 1°For the love of money is
root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the
faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 1'But you, man of God, flee from
all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and
gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to
which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of
many witnesses. 13In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of Christ
Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, |
charge you 'to keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of
our Lord Jesus Christ, swhich God will bring about in his own time—God, the
blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, '‘who alone is immortal
and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no-one has seen or can see. To
him be honour and might for ever. Amen. 7Command those who are rich in this
present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for
our enjoyment. 8Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to
be generous and willing to share. ¥In this way they will lay up freasure for
themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold
of the life that is truly life.)

Never talk about someone hurtfully. (Prov 15:1-4; 1A gentle answer turns
away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. 2The tongue of the wise commends
knowledge, but the mouth of the fool gushes folly. 3The eyes of the LORD are
everywhere, keeping watch on the wicked and the good. 4The tongue that
brings healing is a tree of life, but a deceitful tongue crushes the spirit.)

Never accept any glory. (Prov 27:2; 2Let another praise you, and not your
own mouth; someone else, and not your own lips.)

Never make any decision without praying about it. (Prov 3:5-¢; sTrust
in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; ¢in all
your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.)



