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For reading & meditation For reading & meditation For reading & meditation For reading & meditation - 
Blessed be the Lord, who has not 
given us as prey to their teeth.  Our 
soul has escaped as a bird from the 
snare of the fowlers; the snare is 
broken, and we have escaped.  Our 
help is in the name of the Lord, who 
made heaven and earth (Ps 124:6-8, 
NKJV). 

What a graphic word picture we 
are given here of divine de-
liverance.  You are trapped in 
a perilous situation like a bird 
in a snare.  There is no way out.  
The future is grim.  Then sud-
denly, unaccountably, the snare 
breaks and you are free!  A mira-
cle has happened and you find 
yourself singing, “Praise be to the 
Lord, who has not let us be torn 
by their teeth … the snare has 
been broken, and we have es-
caped.”  How God must delight 
in such a song as that!  He loves 
it I believe, when we become 
robust witnesses to His power to 
deliver. 

Life on this planet is hazardous.  
We have no idea what will hap-
pen to us.  Before this day is over 
we may have to deal with such 
matters as serious illness, physical 

or emotional pain, death, a 
financial reverse, a broken rela-
tionship, redundancy, rejection, 
perhaps even a national or 
world emergency.  We live on 
the edge of danger, and some-
times we become caught up in 
situations from which there 
seems just no way out.  Then 
God comes in glorious deliver-
ance.  The trap is broken and 
our soul is set free. 

That doesn’t always happen as 
quickly as we would like, and it 
doesn’t always happen in the 
way we would like, it happens 
in the way that God sees best.  
He steps in, releases the snare 
and our soul soars, like a bird 
set free, to sing at the door of 
heaven. 

Take a moment now to count 
up some of the deliverances 
God has wrought in your life.  
Aren’t they worth a song? 
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In Brief, p11 

• New Deacon 

• CP Training 

• Sewing Machines & 
Books for Uganda 

• Ladies’ Conference 

• New Arrival 

• Free to Good Home 

We have escaped like a bird out of the fowler’s 
snare … (Ps 124:7, NIV) 

Further Study - 2Ti 4:9-18; Ps 91:1-7; 
Isa 46:4; 2Co 1:10. 

1. Of what was Paul confident 
when he wrote to Timothy? 

2. What was the psalmist’s convic-
tion? 



P A G E  2  

This  month ’s  

prayer requests  

E E C  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
What is the oldest book in the 
Old Testament?  
Many scholars agree that Job is 
the oldest book in the Bible, 
written by an unknown Israel-
ite about 1500 B.C. Others 
hold that the Pentateuch (the 
first five books of the Bible) are 
the oldest books in the Bible, 
written between 1446 and 
1406 B.C. 

What is the youngest book in 
the Old Testament? 
The book of Malachi, written 
about 400 B.C. 

What is the oldest book of the 
New Testament? 
Probably the book of James, 
written as early as A.D. 45. 

What is the youngest book in 
the New Testament? 
The Book of Revelation is the 
youngest book of the New 
Testament, written 95 A.D. 

Did you know……? 

I would like to thank everybody for their 
kindness, support and words of sympa-

thy over the past few weeks; your prayers and thoughts are a real comfort 
to me at this time.  LouisLouisLouisLouis 

Thanks from Louis 

O yes, dear Lord, I reflect on all the deliver-
ances You have wrought in my life, and my 
heart sings in praise and gratitude to You.  
Blessed be Your Name forever.  Amen 

Please give thanks for answers to prayer: 

• Continuing large numbers of children 
attending Friday Club. Also that some 
parents are bringing them and seeing 
God ‘s work 

• Where God has been working amongst 
our families and friends 

This month, please pray for 

• Tara’s friend Claire, whose husband 
tragically took his own life recently leav-
ing her and three young children 

• The family and friends of Enid O’Laugh-
lin who died recently from meningitis at 
the age of 19  

• Our teenagers sitting Junior Cert and 
Leaving Cert examinations 

• Wisdom for Kathy’s missionary leadership 
team as they consider their future plans 

• Shane & Katie returning to Ireland from 
Ukraine on 11th May. 

Please continue to pray for 

• Healing for all those who are sick or re-
covering from operations 

• Those who are still waiting for decisions 
from the authorities about their legal 
status 

science booksscience booksscience booksscience books, then please 
contact Margaret Wade. 

The  machines, which can be 
in any condition and either 
working or broken, might 
seem good only for the scrap 
heap but they could repre-
sent a lifeline for Ugandan 
women trying to help them-
selves and their families out 
of poverty.        Likewise the 
school books might have 
served their purpose here at 
home, but they are in such 
short supply in Uganda, 
where the Fields of Life 
Barnabas Mission Team will 
be undertaking educational 
projects again this year. 

Ladies’ Conference Ladies’ Conference Ladies’ Conference Ladies’ Conference - Seven 

New Deacon New Deacon New Deacon New Deacon ----    Tom O’Con-
nell has been elected by the 
members to serve as deacon.  
Please pray for him and Mat-
thias in their ministry as dea-
cons and indeed for the eld-
ers too as they seek to know 
Jesus Christ and make Him 
known in our community. 

Child Protection Training Child Protection Training Child Protection Training Child Protection Training ————
Another training session is 
planned in May. Please let 
Grace know if you would like 
to attend. 

Wanted for Uganda Wanted for Uganda Wanted for Uganda Wanted for Uganda - If you 
have (or know anyone who 
has) an unwanted sewing sewing sewing sewing 
machinemachinemachinemachine or any old maths or maths or maths or maths or 
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ENNIS EVANGELICAL CHURCH 

To Know Jesus Christ and Make Him Known 

Pastoral Team 
Tim O’Neill - 065 682 0880 
Barry Pavitt - 065 682 3635 
Mossy Angland - 065 684 7099 
Stephen Gaston - 065 689 0845 
Vincent Quinlan - 065 684 2210 
 
Mailing Address: 
c/o 5 Childers Road 
Ennis, Co. Clare 
Republic of Ireland 
Phone: 065 684 7099 
 
Email: 
postmaster@ennisevangelicalchurch.org 
Web:  www.ennisevangelicalchurch.org 
 

Tell Us About It!Tell Us About It!Tell Us About It!Tell Us About It!    
If you’ve got some news make sure you 
tell us about it!  Call Tara on 085 7196961 
or email tara.mcmahon@genworth.com 
 
Copy deadline is shown on the calendar 
overleaf 

The EEC Newsletter 

This church is a New Testament com 

munity of faith.  Our teaching and prac-

tices are based on the Bible.  We seek to 

serve our local community, reaching out 

with the love, hope and salvation, found 

through faith in Jesus only. 

News  In  b r i e f  Oaks Hotel, Carlow: “God is 
Closer Than You Think!”  See 
Margaret or Regina for de-
tails.    

New Arrival New Arrival New Arrival New Arrival ---- for Caitriona 
and Cio, and grandparents, 
June and Nailer, on the birth 
of Caelen, 7lb 10oz, on 27 
April. Congratulations & 
Praise God! 

    

Free to good homeFree to good homeFree to good homeFree to good home    
Solid pine circular dining 
table, extends to seat 6.  
Contact Ruth. 

Do you have news, a need or 
something to offer?  Let us 
know by the copy date and 
we can include it next month! 



One day a father of a very 
wealthy family took his son on a trip 
to the country with the firm purpose 
of showing his son how poor people 
live. 

They spent a couple of days and 
nights on the farm of what would be 
considered a very poor family.  On 
their return from their trip, the father 
asked his son,  "How was the trip?" 

"It was great, Dad." 

"Did you see how poor 
people live?" the father 
asked. 

"Oh yeah," said the son. 

 "So, tell me, what did you 
learn from the trip?" asked the father. 

The son answered: "I saw that we 
have one dog and they had 
four.  We have a pool that reaches to 
the middle of our garden and they 
have a creek that has no end.  We 
have imported lanterns in our gar-
den and they have the stars at night.  

Our patio reaches to the front 
yard and they have the whole 

horizon.  We have a small piece of 
land to live on and they have fields 
that go beyond our sight.  We 
have servants who serve us, but 
they serve others.  We buy our 
food, but they grow theirs.  We 
have walls around our property to 
protect us, they have friends to 
protect them." 

The boy's father was 
speechless.   Then his 
son added, "Thanks, 
Dad, for showing me 
how poor we are." 

Isn't perspective a 
wonderful thing?  

Makes you wonder what would 
happen if we all gave thanks for 
everything we have, instead of 
worrying about what we don't 
have. Appreciate every single thing 
you have, especially your friends! 

What you see depends on how 
you look! 
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perspective 

Of any ways you could show loving-kindness to those 
around you?  There may be someone in our church who 
could really use a baby-sitter or a friend or neighbour des-

perate for a break caring for an aged or infirm relative.  Could you sit with 
someone for a few hours, giving up a little of your time to allow someone 
else a little freedom? 

Or perhaps you know of someone alone in the community who would 
welcome a bit of company once in a while or someone who needs a hand 
with some task or other. 

If we want more folk to know the love of Jesus, more souls saved, what 
simple act of love could you perform this week, this month … ? 

Have  you  

thought  
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An teach solais 

Saturday 19th April saw the official 
opening of The Listowel Christian 
Fellowship’s new building. Louis, 
Kathy and I headed down with 5 of 
our teens to join our brothers and 

sisters in Christ as they celebrated 
the fruition of a vision that began 
17 years ago. 

The opening ceremony began with 
the cutting of the ribbon by the 
Mayor of Listowel Councillor Pat 
Loughnane, and the unveiling of a 
plaque on which was inscribed “Ni 
Neart go cur le cheile” meaning “ 
There is no strength without unity”. 
Then over 250 people crowded 
into the new building to share in a 
service of thanksgiving and wor-
ship to God. 

 It was wonderful to watch a pres-
entation on how the building came 
to be. What a witness to 
neighbours, work colleagues and 
friends of church members, who 
attended the service. They were 
told how God’s people had so will-
ingly given their time, finances and 
resources to see the building come 
into being. At one point the Pastor, 
JP Walsh, shared how he had put 
his “first Bible” into a plastic bag 
and buried it in the foundations of 

the building. He said that this was a 
symbol of their desire that every-
thing done in the new building & in 
their fellowship would be built and 
based on The Word of God. 

 Throughout the service there was 
a huge emphasis on how Great 
and Faithful our God is. The singing 
was wonderful and it was so nice 
to spend time with God’s people in 
another part of the West. 

After the service we enjoyed the 
hospitality of the Listowel fellow-
ship to its fullest.  A wonderful tea, 
complete with a spread of fabulous 
desserts, tempted every palate pre-
sent and it was all served by the 
pleasant entourage of young mem-
bers from the fellowship (many of 
them camp friends of our teens).  
We had time to share fellowship 
and food with old and new friends 
and some then stayed on for the 
evening and enjoyed a concert per-
formed by members of the fellow-
ship, both young and not so 
young! 

To see photos of the new building 
or to read more about the Fellow-
ship in Listowel check out 
www.listowelchristianfellowship.ie 

Please pray for the witness of our 
brothers and sisters in the area of 
Ballybunion/Listowel and also for 
all those from the locality who at-
tended the service, that they would 
want to return to hear more about 
Our Great God. 

Carrie reports on developments 
in Listowel ... 



Youth Zone! 
I still remember when the thing that 
seemed most wrong to me about our 
church was that we had "boring worship". 
Of course, back then I had very little idea 
what worship really was! 

From speaking to other teens/young 
adults, the type of "worship" done in 
churches seems a popular issue in Western 
Christianity. Often young people in our 
churches want "new" or "modern" music, 
and it seems to many teenagers (including 
me at that age) to be the deciding factor in 
a church's quality. 

Although I have only aged slightly since 
then (I am now 20), by the grace of God I 
have matured much spiritually - though I 
am still far from reaching my goal. I think I 
have finally realised why the "style of wor-
ship" is probably teenagers' favourite in-
volvement in the church, and this is what I 
would like to share with you in this article. 

Firstly, there is a misunderstanding about 
worship itself. The Bible defines it this way:  
"Present your bodiesyour bodiesyour bodiesyour bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worshipspiritual worshipspiritual worshipspiritual worship." (Romans 12:1). 

Notice it doesn’t say your "voices or singing 
is worship", it goes much, much further! 
For the believer, worship is done with your 
whole body! And please don't get me 
wrong; Paul doesn't mean you should 
jump around! "Body" here is used in the 
sense of "life" - offer up your whole lives, 
every single thought, every single action, 
every motive, everything. This is the first 
commandment! 

What do you think about when you're 
bored? What do you do in school when no 

Christians are around? How do you speak 
outside church? How do you treat your 
parents? Is the Lord your first priority in all 
things? This is true worship. Teenagers, 
listen very carefully: If you call yourself a 
Christian because you sing nicely in church 
or raise your hands, but then go to school 
and act just like your non-Christian friends, 
you have not understood what worship is. 
Too long did I waste my life not under-
standing worship; please don't make the 
same mistake! 

And finally, the reason, I believe, why mu-
sic style in church is the hobby-horse of 
most churched teenagers: because having 
strong preferences for music requires very 
little knowledge of the Bible or of God . 
Looking back, I now see the root cause of 
my obsession with the music in church - I 
did not understand what the Bible taught 
about true worship. In fact, I didn't really 
know what the Bible taught about any-
thing. 

Today there are megachurches with state-
of-the-art music & sound systems, filled 
with 20,000+ people who are immature 
believers or not even believers to begin 
with. I beg you: Don't become a shallow 
Christian, fighting battles over music in 
church and listening to famous worship 
leaders, instead of fighting the spiritual 
battle against your own flesh and reading 
Scripture, which is the sword of the Spirit. 

If you want to become a true man/woman 
of God, you must do simply two things: 
Read the Bible and obey it. That's it. And I 
don't mean read a 1 page devotional (man 
wisdom) and then 1 verse of the Bible 
(God's wisdom). I mean study the Word of 
God and obey it unconditionally! Then you 
will become a true worshiper and a man or 
woman after God's own heart. 
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True WorshipTrue WorshipTrue WorshipTrue Worship    

by Manuelby Manuelby Manuelby Manuel    

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength." (Mark 12:30). 

listening and being there for her. 
Gradually, she also began to be open to 
God’s Word. She let God into her heart 
and He was able to heal her from the 
inside. She became physically and men-
tally healthy again. We started to think 
about how we could smuggle her into 
South Korea. When we mentioned this, 
she said, “No, I don’t want that. I want 
to go back to North Korea. My friends 
need to hear about Jesus Christ!”  

We tried to talk her out of it. She fasted 
for seven days and didn’t change her 
mind -- she wanted to go back to her 
home country. Then we trained and 
prepared her for her return. We gave 
her a small, thin Bible. Esther shook her 
head. “I want to take a study Bible with 
me, with footnotes and annotations. 
Otherwise, I won’t be able to provide 
any teaching, will I?” We gave in, even 
though it increased the risk of her being 
caught.  

After she crossed the border, initially we 
didn’t hear anything from her. After 
some time, one of my colleagues man-
aged to get in touch with her. Every-
thing had gone well. She had arrived 
safely in the village where her friends 
lived. All her friends came to faith 
through her testimony.  

In the Middle East, many people are In the Middle East, many people are In the Middle East, many people are In the Middle East, many people are 
coming to faith through dreams or vi-coming to faith through dreams or vi-coming to faith through dreams or vi-coming to faith through dreams or vi-
sions of the Lord Jesus. How do North sions of the Lord Jesus. How do North sions of the Lord Jesus. How do North sions of the Lord Jesus. How do North 
Koreans become believers in their own Koreans become believers in their own Koreans become believers in their own Koreans become believers in their own 
country?country?country?country?    

They become Christians in four ways. 
First and most importantly is through a 
family member, who may have become 
a Christian, for example, in China and 
then shares the Lord Jesus with their 
family. Secondly, people are brought to 
the Lord through healing. It frequently 

happens that people are healed on 
their deathbeds following the prayer of 
a Christian. In North Korea, there are a 
number of believers who were already 
Christians before Kim Il Sung came to 
power (around 1945). It is remarkable 
how many of these Christians have 
received the gift of healing.  

Thirdly, people who are delivered from 
spirits are very open to the Gospel. In 
North Korea there is an intense spiritual 
battle going on. Many people are pos-
sessed, and some Christians are driving 
out spirits. Finally, evangelism is con-
ducted through a variety of networks 
offering aid. Christians are helping one 
another with food, clothing and medi-
cines. Christians share what they do not 
use with non-believers, and in this way 
they demonstrate the love of God. 

What to pray for:What to pray for:What to pray for:What to pray for:    

• That North Korean Christians will be 
strengthened with God’s love and 
peace 

• That God would move in power, 
setting the prisoners free and ena-
bling believers to worship in free-
dom 

• For a positive response from the 
Open Doors’ campaign for China to 
respect the rights of refugees 

Fact about North Korea:Fact about North Korea:Fact about North Korea:Fact about North Korea:    

Kim Il-sung was the 
founder of North 
Korea and the coun-
try's first and only 

president. Following his death in 1994, 
he was not replaced but instead re-
ceived the designation of "Eternal Presi-Eternal Presi-Eternal Presi-Eternal Presi-
dent", dent", dent", dent", and was entombed in the vast 
Kumsusan Memorial Palace in central 
Pyongyang. 
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Persecuted church - cont. 
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The World Watch List World Watch List World Watch List World Watch List ranks countries 
according to 
persecution 
and limitations 
on religious 
freedom.    

North Korea North Korea North Korea North Korea 
has topped the 
World Watch 
List for six years 
in a row now. 
There is no 
other country 
in the world 

where Christians are being persecuted in 
such a horrible and relentless way. Chris-
tians have been beaten, arrested, tor-
tured, or killed by the authorities because 
of their religious beliefs. An Open Doors 
local source estimates the number of 
underground Christians to be at least 
200,000, and it's likely that there are as 
many as 400,000 to half-a-million believ-
ers. At least a quarter of the Christians are 
imprisoned for their faith in political 
prison camps, from which people rarely 
get out alive. 

The following questions and answers are 
edited from an Open Doors interview 
with Simon, who is in charge of their 
work in North Korea.    

During the great famine in the 1990s, During the great famine in the 1990s, During the great famine in the 1990s, During the great famine in the 1990s, 
vast numbers of refugees crossed the vast numbers of refugees crossed the vast numbers of refugees crossed the vast numbers of refugees crossed the 
border. Is this still happening?border. Is this still happening?border. Is this still happening?border. Is this still happening?    

Simon: Simon: Simon: Simon: Relatively few North Koreans are 
still trying to cross the borders. The bor-
der is guarded by the best North Korean 
soldiers. On the Chinese side, there are 
fences many kilometers long, and cam-
eras have been installed. North Korea, 
too, is in the process of erecting fences. 
Besides this, the North Korean army has 
laid booby traps -- pits with bamboo 

spikes in them. Fleeing is practically 
impossible, unless you have a paid 
“guide” and you bribe the soldiers on 
the North Korean side. Sometimes you 
even have to bribe the Chinese sol-
diers. 

Most of the refugees leave their coun-Most of the refugees leave their coun-Most of the refugees leave their coun-Most of the refugees leave their coun-
try because of poverty and hunger. try because of poverty and hunger. try because of poverty and hunger. try because of poverty and hunger. 
Others leave because they have al-Others leave because they have al-Others leave because they have al-Others leave because they have al-
ready been imprisoned previously for ready been imprisoned previously for ready been imprisoned previously for ready been imprisoned previously for 
some sosome sosome sosome so----called offence. Are there also called offence. Are there also called offence. Are there also called offence. Are there also 
Christians who are fleeing because of Christians who are fleeing because of Christians who are fleeing because of Christians who are fleeing because of 
religious persecution?religious persecution?religious persecution?religious persecution?    

This hardly ever happens. Most Chris-
tians want to stay in their country. 
One day, North Korea will open up. 
They want to experience that moment 
in the land of their birth, because then 
they will finally be able to bring about 
the fulfillment of their dream: the re-
opening of the churches of their fore-
fathers. Besides this, most Christians 
do not see their country as a “hell,” but 
as their workplace. How can they now 
leave the place where God has set 
them to work? 

It is incredible that some refugees It is incredible that some refugees It is incredible that some refugees It is incredible that some refugees 
come to faith and then return. Can come to faith and then return. Can come to faith and then return. Can come to faith and then return. Can 
you give an example of this?you give an example of this?you give an example of this?you give an example of this?    

All right, I’ll give an example of a cou-
rageous young woman. Let us call her 
Esther. She was 19 years old and se-
verely malnourished when she 
reached China. She went through an 
extremely difficult time. As a refugee 
without rights, for three years she was 
abused by Chinese men. Esther be-
came severely traumatized. At a cer-
tain point, she was staying with a Chi-
nese woman and did not want to see 
anyone else. Her hostess approached 
one of my colleagues, who managed 
to get through to Esther, mainly by 

Persecuted church - n korea 
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for disobeying his rules."  

"Were they as bad as Mrs. McGinn's?" 

Greg asked.  "Sometimes the punish-

ment was death," replied Mom.  "Sin 

is a terrible offence to God and the 

ultimate judgment for sin is eternal 

death, which is punishment in hell 

forever."  "But Jesus paid the penalty 

for our sin," added Dad.  "We now 

may experience God's grace rather 

than the punishment we deserve.  We 

need to simply accept what Jesus did 

for us." 

Mother nodded.  "Although God 

does expect his children to do their 

best to obey him, we don't need to 

fear eternal punishment.  Jesus took 

the punishment for us."  "I wish some-

one would take my punishment from 

Mrs. McGinn, too," added Greg with 

a grin.  

How about you?How about you?How about you?How about you? - Are you aware that 

you have broken God's rules?  You 

deserve the punishment that follows 

disobedience, but Jesus took that 

punishment on himself.  The "Rule" 

now is that you must accept what he 

has done for you.  Have you done 

that? 

Key:Key:Key:Key:  Jesus Took Your Punishment 

Memory Verse:Memory Verse:Memory Verse:Memory Verse:  

Mrs McGinn’sMrs McGinn’sMrs McGinn’sMrs McGinn’s    

New RuleNew RuleNew RuleNew Rule    

Contributed by TaraContributed by TaraContributed by TaraContributed by Tara    

(Read Exodus 20:3-17; James 2:10) 

 

"Mrs. McGinn posted a new list of 

class rules today" Greg complained to 

his parents.  "She says she's tired of 

everyone acting up but these rules 

are impossible.  And she's really com-

ing down hard on us if we break a 

rule."  "Well, then you better be sure 

to know the rules and follow them,” 

replied Dad. 

The following day at school, Greg's 

pencil point broke.  He glanced at 

Mrs. McGinn.  She wasn't looking his 

way, so he tapped his friend Brad on 

the shoulder.  Do you have an extra 

pencil?" Greg whispered.  “Greg Har-

ris," thundered Mrs. McGinn.  "You 

shall not whisper in class!  You broke 

a rule, and you'll have to take the 

punishment.  You'll stay after school 

for three days, starting tomorrow."  

Greg tried in vain to explain. 

When Greg's parents heard about it, 

Mother shook her head.  "That's too 

bad," she said sympathetically, "but 

you did know the rule, so you really 

can't complain."  Dad took out his 

Bible.  "Tonight let's read some of the 

rules God gave," he said.  Turning to 

Exodus 20, he read the laws found 

there.  "No one could ever keep these 

rules," said Dad.  "And God also told 

what punishments were to be given 

Kidz-2-Kidz 

"Therefore, there is now no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus" (Ro 8:1) 



If the foot itches, would the hand re-
fuse to scratch it?  Of course not.  In 
the same way when there is need in 
one part of the body of Christ, another 
with the ability to satisfy that need 
should step forward to do so. 

Good in theory but, in my experience, 
it doesn’t always seem to work that 
way, yet I truly wish it would!  There 
are many reasons for this but perhaps 
three of the key barriers are: 

• Reluctance to ‘get involved’ 

• Lack of belief in one’s own gifts 

• Fear of making a need known 

Firstly, we were all put on this earth to 
make a contribution; God designed us 
to make a difference with our lives - to 
add to life on earth, not just take from 
it.  We are all ministers, called to serve 
God by serving each other and where 
better to start than amongst our own 
brothers and sisters? 

The next thing to realise is that we 
have all been shaped by God.  We are 
His work of art, His unique design and 
He doesn’t make useless things!  We 
have all been blessed with natural abili-
ties, God-given at birth and developed 
through the experience He has al-
lowed us to have during life. 

To help identify what these are, Rick 
Warren talks about our S-H-A-P-E1. 

The acronym SHAPE stands for 

SSSSpiritual gifts 
HHHHeart 
AAAAbilities 
PPPPersonality 
EEEExperience 

I have yet to understand or experience 
Spiritual gifts, so it is the other 4 areas I 
want to concentrate on here. 

Our heartheartheartheart represents the source of all 
our motivations - what we love to do.  
We instinctively care about some things 
and these are clues to where we could 
serve.  What are you enthusiastic about? 

Our abilities abilities abilities abilities are the natural talents we 
were born with.  Obvious examples are 
musical ability, being able to fix things or 
skill with words.  And don’t say: “Well, I 
don’t have any” because you have doz-
ens, if not hundreds lying dormant in-
side.  The average person possesses 500 
- 700 different skills and abilities and 
every ability can be used for God’s glory.   

As for personalitypersonalitypersonalitypersonality, there is no-one just 
like you or me!  Whether intro- or extro-
vert, thinker or doer, leader or team 
player, steady Eddy or trail-blazer, God 
uses all types.  Our personalities will af-
fect how and where we use our gifts 
and abilities.  Like stained glass, our per-
sonalities reflect God’s light in many 
different colours and patterns and this 
blesses the church with depth and vari-
ety. 

Lastly, there is all our experience, experience, experience, experience, knowl-
edge and training    to draw on.  Just 
think how you have been shaped by all 
that has happened in your life - much of 
it beyond your control but allowed by 
God to fit you for His purposes. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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In this article Philip asks “Would sharing our gifts 
help us become closer as a body of Christians? 

SHAPE? 

WHAT’S YOUR 

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand that 
we should walk in them (Eph 2:10)  

1. With acknowledgement to Rick Warren and “The Purpose Driven Life” 

As each one has received a gift, minister it to one 
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of 
God. (1Pe 4:10) 

This includes family, educational, voca-
tional, spiritual, ministry and painful 
experiences and it is said that it is the 
last of these that God uses most to pre-
pare us for helping others. 

I feel we each have a responsibility to 
evaluate our own gifts - by all means 
with help from those who know us - 
and to be ready to use them to the 
benefit of others wherever possible. 

No gift is unimportant nor any service 
too small.  Every talent is worthy, that’s 
why God gave it to you.  This calls for 
sensitivity and encouragement towards 
those naturally more timid amongst us 
and warns against comparing one with 
another. 

The last barrier is perhaps the hardest 
to overcome.  People are naturally re-
luctant to admit they need help and 
don’t like to feel ‘beholding’ to others. 

The word ‘naturally’ is important here 
and perhaps one way to tackle this 
barrier is to remember that we are no 
longer natural men and women, but 
children of God. 

Another case of good in theory you 
might say, and I agree.  It will take more 
than exhortations from me or anyone 
else to get folk to trust in the motives of 
brothers and sisters who want to help. 

So it is important that our motives not 
only are but are seen to be grounded 
in love for each other and offered for 
God’s glory, not through pride in our 
‘own’ abilities. 

Trust will grow as we help each other 
with sensitivity.  Help offered with love 
should not make a person feel inade-
quate just because they can’t do the 
thing that God has gifted another the 
ability to do.  A  deed done out of true 
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sacrificial love needs no payment and 
should not make the recipient feel in 
debt. 

We all have needs, both spiritual and 
practical, and God wouldn’t have 
brought us all together with different 
blends of likes, skills, knowledge and 
experience, if He didn’t want us to live 
cohesively. 

We all share the same Holy Spirit and I 
believe it is this that binds us together 
as part of Christ’s body.  By learning to 
rely on and help each other with our 
various gifts can only draw us closer 
together as we discover more about 
each other in the process. 

The final point I’d like to make is that by 
letting others help us within the 
church, we are helping them develop 
the very gift of giving (regardless of 
what it is they have to give).  That, in 
turn, equips us to move outside the 
church walls and begin to serve our 
communities, sharing the love of Christ 
as we go.  

So, what’s your SHAPE?  What has the 
Lord entrusted to you that you should 
share with others to His eternal glory? 

I appeal also to our Elders, that they 
accept their responsibility both to en-
courage and to facilitate us in our min-
istry to each other.  And not just for 
those with obvious talents or strong 
personalities, but to act as moderators 
to ensure ALL get the chance to help 
build up God’s church in Ennis. 

Post Script Post Script Post Script Post Script - Since writing this a couple of 
months ago, the Lord has pointed me to 
various other scriptures and teachings, all 
confirming love’s obligation to help each 
other.  I’m coming to realise that sacrifice 
is the highest expression of love and con-
tentment grows in the soil of selflessness 

… who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able 
to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with 
which we ourselves are comforted by God. (2Co 1:4) 

Share with God’s people who are in need. (Ro 12:13a) 


